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historic name 

other namesjsite number DIIR F i l e  NO. 56-04 

street & number 1i side S? 607 ,  2Q90 ft Z [of jct w i t h  SR 669 TJ/.'. not for publication 

city or town R i l m a r n o c k  55' vicinrw 

state ' i r g i n i a  c o d e x  county N o r t h u m b e r  l a n d  code 1 1 1, zip code 7 7 8 7 

/ AS the designated authority under the National Histonc Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this k! nomination 
a request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 

: Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 

j C qqionally statewide @ locally. (a See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

i V i r a i h i s  Desartnent of His tor ic  R e s o u r b s  - 

i State of Federal agency and bureau 1 

1 
In my oplnion. the property meets a does not meet the National Register criteria. (a See conttnuatlon sheet for additional 
comments.) 

i Signature of cert~fymg ot f lc ia~t le  Date 

i 
1 State or Federal agency and bureau 

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register. a See continuation sheet. 

a determined eligible for the 
National Register a See continuation sheet. 

determ~ned not eligible for the 
National Register. 

a removed from the National 
Register. 

a other. (explain:) 
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Name of Property County and State 

Ownership of Proper@ Category of Properly Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources ~n the count.) 

r--. 

'2 private - 
$- public-local 
r"-- 

i public-State - 
- public-Federal 

building@) - 
- district ..---. 
- site - 
- structure - 
- object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" i f  property is not pan of a multiple property listing.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

3 I 1  building: 
3 - 0 sites 

0 G structure 

0 0 objects 

5 11 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously liste? 
in the National Register 

Historic Functions 
t Enter categor~es from ~nstructions) 

- - - - - -  - 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from ~nstructlons) 

Domestic: s i n g l e  d w e l l i n g  

Architectural Classification Materiais 
,Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from ~nstructions) 

C o l o n i a l :  Georgian foundation Brick 
Br i ck  

walls 

roof ;Isbestos 

other 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



DITCHLEY 
Name of Property 

Northumberland, Co. VA 
County and State 

8. Statement of Sianifieance 
Appli~able National Register Criteria 'Areas of Significance 
(Mark "x"  in one or more boxes for the cr~tena qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions) 
for National Register listing.) ARCHITECTURE 
- 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

- 
__, B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

slgnificant in our past. 

5 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Z: D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or hlstory. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x "  in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

- 
_. A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

- 
B removed from its original locatlon 

Period of Significance 

1762-1850 

Significant Dates 

1762: traditional construction date 

of house 

Significant Person 
(Complete ~f Criterion B is marked above) 

- 
_. C a birthplace or grave. 

- 
+ D a cemetery. 

Cultural Aniliation 

N / A  
- 
__ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

- 
- F a commemorative property. 

- 
__. G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder 

within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the s~gnificance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Bibilography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

CZ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 191 State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency 

previously listed in the National Register C] Federal agency 
C previously determined eligible by the National a Local government 

Register University 
C; designated a National Historic Landmark C] Other 
C7 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

# 
CI recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Calnnial Wi l l i amsburg  Foundat ion 
Williamsburg, VA 



Name of Property 
Northumberland Co., VA. 

County and State 

Acreage of Ptoperly 156 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 11  8) 131812/51010/ 141 11 71 71 21 0 01 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 i l  18) 13 /812 /51210J  / & I  1) 71 61 51 61 01 

3 [ 1\81 8 \2 12 !l Q J 14 ,l 17 16 15 ,8 1 

Zone Easting Northing 

4 111 81 18 12 I1 19 0 J 14 11 17 16 17 14 1 

a See cont~nuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Des~tiption 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary JuMcation 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

name/title Calder Loth, Senior Architectural Historian 

organization Virginia Department of Historic Resources date Narch 1. 1992 

street & number 221 Governor Street telephone 3804) 786-3143 

city or town Richmond state VA zip code23219 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following Items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Pro~eFhr Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name Jessie Ball duPont Trust, James R. Glass, Representative 
First Union National Bank, Trust Real Estate Management 

street & number P.0. Box 40062 telephone 

city or town Jacksonville state Florida zip code32203-0062 

Papsnvorl< Reduction Act Stetsment: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Placss to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 

with the National Historic Pressnration Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et ssq.). 

EsttMcKfl Bunlsn nt: Public reporting burden for this form is estintatsd to induding time for 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and w m m n g  and nwiswing tfte form. Direct comm ing this bunten &mate or any 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative S e ~ c e s  Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, , DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 

Papemork Reductions Projscts (1 18), Washington, DC 
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Section number A Page __L DITCHLEY, Northumberland C o u n t y ,  V i r g i r  

ted on Virginia's Northern Neck, Ditchley is a portion of a colonial Tidewater plantation 
ial plantation house. The property is between two tidal creeks within 

e Bay. The architecturally sophisticated two-story mansion, erected circa 
and covered with a hipped roof. Its interior preserves a signifi 
rk including an outstanding colonial stair. The interior underwent some 

remodeling in the Federal period at which time the most of the drawing room woodwork was 
installed. A bedroom wing was added to the south end around 1850. The house was renovated 
and modernized in the 1930s by the noted philanthropist, Mrs. Jessie Ball duPont. The property 
retains two early outbuildings. Also on the property is the colonial cemetery of the Lee family, 
original owners of Ditchley . 

Setting 

Ditchley today includes approximately 156 acres of the original colonial plantation that occupied 
the neck of land bounded by Dividing Creek, Lawrence Cove, and Prentice Creek within sight 

e Bay. The end of the neck has been sold off in this century but the remaining 
portions of Ditchley still extend from creek to creek. The Ditchley mansion stands in a large 
grassy park consisting of a broad level lawn with large old trees and a massing of English 
boxwood. The western side is approached by an axial drive from the county road. The usual 
entrance to the property, however, is by the brick drive that curves from the county road to the 
south. Beyond the park is mostly open fields. The water front, both north and south, is generally 
tree-lined. Despite the separation of the property from the eastern end of the neck, and the 
bisection of the property by county Route 607, the immediate setting of the Ditchley mansion 
is still rural and retains some of its original waterfront. 

The main house at Ditchley is a classic example of a colonial Tidewater Virginia plantation 
mansion. Built of brick laid in Flemish bond with scattered glazed headers, the rectangular two- 
story structure follows the straightforward format of such notable colonial houses as Wilton, the 
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S~tiron number 7 Page 2 D I T C H L E Y ,  Northumberland C o u n t y ,  Virginia 

Description (continued) 

George Wythe House, Brooke's Bank, and Carter's Grove (before alteration). Although the 
house underwent an extensive and largely undocumented restoration in the 1930s, the original 
character was respected in the project and the structure thus retains a high degree of architectural 
integrity. The major change was the addition of a one-story wing on the north end to house a 
kitchen and service areas. This wing balances a one-story bedroom wing on the south end added 
circa 1850. 

Typical of many Tidewater mansions, DitcNey has a low hipped roof and nearly identical five- 
bay fronts. The first and second floors are separated by a plain, three-course belt course and the 
basement is set off by a beveled water table. The brick below the water table is laid in Flemish 
bond. The eight fireplaces are served by two interior end chimneys. The brickwork in both 
chimney stacks is laid in American bond suggesting that they both have been rebuilt above the 
roofline.' Rubbed brick is employed at the comers of the house and for the jambs of the 
windows and doors. Pre-restoration photographs in the Virginia State Library show that the 
windows were topped by gauged-brick jack arches of alternating stretcher-header pattern without 
closers. However, all of the jack arches were rebuilt in the restoration using ordinary brick but 
repeating the original pattern.' Except for the jack arches, most of the brickwork in the west 
side survives in relatively untouched condition; the east side has been largely repointed. 

Both the land (west) and water (east) ces are sheltered by early @robably Federal) but not 
original pediment& porches. Each o hes has turned posts. Those on the east side have 
shafts that taper into el square bases at the railing level.) The posts on the west side have 
their lower portions en n elongated pedestals. The pediments and cornices of the west 
porch are ornamented with rope moldings. The east porch has a modillion comice. Plain railings 
with round handrails and square balusters enclose the porches. The only other exterior ornament 
is the main comice surrounding the eaves. It consists of a crown molding, fascia and bed 

gs, and has rather small, tightly spaced scrolled modillions. The west porch has what 
to be colonial sandstone steps with rounded nosings. The east porch has nineteenth 

century marble steps without nosings. 

Except for two small second-story windows on the north wall (lighting chimney closets), the end 
walls of the house have no windows. The windows on the east and west elevations have what 

to be original architrave frames, however, the nine-over-nine sashes throughout likely 
930s restoration. The pre-restoration photographs show similar sash but the 

thinner than the present ones. All of the 
Characteristic of'sophisticated Georgian houses of the period, the second-floor windows are 
slightly smaller than the first-story windows. 
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Description (continued) 

The south wing is laid in Flemish bond incorporating many randomly placed glazed bricks. As 
the brickwork is fairly uneven, it may be that the bricks were salvaged from a colonial structure. 
The kitchen wing repeats the general lines of the south wing and is also laid in Flemish bond. 
Both wings are covered with gable roofs.' 

The interior of Ditchley is maintained in excellent condition and remains essentially untouched 
since Mrs. duPont's death in 1970. use of the fine craftsmanship employed in the 
restoration of the 1930s it is very difficult to determine what is original colonial woodwork, what 

rk, and what woodwork dates from the 1930s. Adding to the confusion, 
was altered to make it mid-nineteenth century and some early 

rk apparently has b rked to m&e it more colonial. 
use the restoration was undocumented, only a thorough paint-color could precisely 

determine the periods of the various interior famres, especially some of the moldings.' 
Nonetheless, significant portions of the woodwork unquestionably are original and the restoration 
was obviously an attempt to give the interior an overall handsome effect sympathetic to the 
original character of the house. 

The most i m p  t original interior feature is an impressive open-well stair in the southeast 
comer of the passage. The stair railing is less academic in style than normally found in such 
sophisticated houses. It has a molded handrail, solid, baluster-type newels, and balusters 
consisting of urns supporting columns with swelled shafts. There are two balusters to a tread 
rather than the usual three. The open stringer has delicately scrolled brackets. 

s to be original woodwork survives in the northwest first-floor room, referred to 
er in a 1780 inventory. This includes the raised-panel doors and trim, the chair 

g, and an interesting mantel. The mantel shelf is a full entablature which 
at each end. The ends are supported by stopfluted Tus pilasters. The lag 
in the southeast comer of the first floor, referred to as the "Hall" in the 1780 inventory, was 
remodeled in the Federal period and is dominated on its south wall by a Federal parti consisting 

by large arched recesses. The arches are supported on reeded pilasters and 
nes and paneled soffits. The mantei is a standard Federal type with a central 

panel, reeded pilasters and somewhat complex Federal moldings in the mantel shelf. The 
on sent in a plaster panel. The style 
Northern Neck plantation houses. 
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Description (continued) 

Some of the most interesting early woodwork is found in the small study in the southwest comer 
of the first floor, referred to in the 1780 inventory as the "Backroom." The Georgian mantel, 
which may be original, is flanked on the west side by an original cupboard with paneled doors. 
As the inventory lists lib books in this room, the cupboard obviously was meant to hold 
books. Above the cupboard is an unusual frieze consisting of three squat tapered fluted pilasters 
supporting a cove molding. Apparently a matching cupboard was originally on the east side of 
the mantel. However, when a door was cut through the end wall to the 1850s wing, only the 

portion of the cupboard and the frieze above was retained. This makes for the odd 
gement of a small cupboard suspended high on the wall above the dooway to the 

The paneled wainscoting in this room s to be Federal but could be original. The de 
in the dining room is consistent with the rest of the first floor; however, the moldings in the 
Georgian mantel are very crisp, suggesting that it may be a 1930s addition. 

The three second-floor chambers all have Federal mantels. Some of the second-floor doors are 
likely original, others to be reworked Federal or Greek Revival doors. An interesting 
feature of the southeas ber is the paneling along the south wall fronting closets on either 
side of the fireplace. At first glance, the paneling s to be early nineteenth-century b 
of the Greek moldings applied to cover the jambs of the rails and stiles. However, these 
moldings may be a later dressing up of original, somewhat plain colonial paneling. The 
paneling's cornice and chair rail are both colonial style. The mantel, however, is definitely 
Federal. Interestingly, the Georgian cornice in this room extends through the paneled partition 
into the closet. The principal alterations to the second floor include the installation of a 
bathroom and dressing room in the southwest comer. Small bathrooms have also been placed 
in the chimney closets of the two north chambers. 

The attic is reached through a closet on the left of the mantel in the southeast room. A narrow 
opening leads up the to the attic between the paneled wall and the end wall, along the haunch 
of the chimney. The attic preserves most of its original framing including two king-post trusses. 

The 1850s wing has plain Greek Revival trim and is used for a bedroom and bathroom. The 
kitchen wing survives almost completely unaltered from the 1930s. 
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Outbuildin@, Kitchen Site, and Cemetery 

In addition to the main house, the property has two contributing outbuildings: a pair of 
smokehouses flanking the east side of the house. Both smokehouses have some early be. 
siding and are topped by pyramidal roofs. The date of the smokehouses is uncertain; they may 
date as early as the late eighteenth century. Immediately to the north of the house is the site of 
the original frame kitchen outbuilding. This building is shown in early p 
The site has not been tested but may have archaeological value. The family cemetery is 

ted on the south of county Route 607, in a field near the shore of Prentice Creek. The 
pnncipd element of the cemetery is the co al marble slab marking graves of Hancock Lee 
(died 1709), his first wife Mary Kendall 

(died 173 1). 

on the property are eleven non-contributing buildings dating from the duPont ownership. 
orthwest of the mansion is a two-story ger's house containing a garage. This 

building was erected in the 1930s; its massing, , and general detailing are inspired by 
the main house. Other non-contributing buildings include the following: a much-altered 1930s 
brick garage and apartment of no architectural interest, a mid-twentieth-century concrete-block 
storage building, a mid-twentieth-century doghouse, a mid-twentieth-century poultry house, a 
mid- twentieth-century stable, a mid-twentieth-century granary, an altered mid-twen tieth-century 
tenant house, a mid-twentieth-century garage, and two mid-twentieth-century quonset huts. 
Except for the granary and stable which are 1 to the west of the main house, the rest of 
the non-contributing buildings are to the north of the main house. The non-contributing buildings 
and structures make little visual impact on the historic character of the property. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Ditchley, one of the Northern Neck's most historic plantations, was 
patented in 1651 by Richard Lee, progenitor of the Lee family of 
Virginia. The present mansion, begun circa 1762 by Kendall Lee, a 
great-grandson Richard Lee, is an important example of Tidewater 
Virginia Georgian architecture. Built of brick laid in Flemish 
bond, the house has the formal five-bay facades, low hipped roof, 
and geometric proportions characteristic of Virginia's finer 
colonial houses. A noteworthy interior feature is the handsomely 
detailed Georgian stair. For most of the nineteenth century, 
Ditchley was owned by the Balls, a prominent Northern Neck family 
whose kinswoman was Mary Ball, mother of George Washington. In 
1932, Ditchley was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Alfred I. duPont of 
Wilmington, Delaware. Mrs, duPont, the former Jessie Dew Ball 
(1884-1970) of Northumberland County, was related to the Balls of 
Ditchley and sought the property as a means of maintaining her 
Virginia connections. Following the death of her husband, Mrs. 
duPont became one of America's most generous philanthropists, 
personally making grants to several hundred institutions over four 
decades. The Jessie Ball duPont Trust maintains Ditchley for the 
use of her Virginia relatives. The period of significance for the 
property extends from the construction date of the house (circa 
1762) to 1850, the date when the south wing is believed to have 
been added. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Richard Lee, founder of the Virginia dynasty of Lees, arrived' in 
Jamestom in 1639 seeking business opportunities. Lee's uncle was 
a successful London merchant and Lee sought to represent the family 
firm in the Indian trade. His ingenuity and enterprise soon earned 
him important posts in the colonial government. He was named clerk 
of the Quarter Court and in 1642 Governor Berkeley named him to the 
newly created office of attorney general. Lee expanded his 
interests through various land purchases. Before 1649, he acquired 
from local Indians some land on Dividing Creek on the Northern 
Neck. In 1651 he patented additional land thus forming what later 






















